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Objective 

 

● To help students understand that they must contribute to life in order to 

be successful and that success takes hard work practice, focus and 

perseverance. 

 

Social-Emotional Concepts   

 

● Personal Responsibility-Lesson 1 

 

Social-Emotional Skills/Traits  

 

● Resilience, Grit, Perseverance & Problem Solving 

 

Materials 

 

● “Good Habits” Word activity Included 

  

Literature  

 

● The Most Magnificent Thing - Ashley Spires 

  

 

Introduction  

 

Today we are going to talk about work!  Everyone does work every day.  

When you get bigger, you will work to earn money.  Your teacher is here 

working to help you learn.  Even as second graders, you work every day, 

doing things at home to help out and your work here at school is to learn.  

Not all work is hard work and often, work can be fun.  

 

The Lesson 

 

1. Ask the class for examples of hard work and fun work they do. 

 

To help understand a little more about work, let's think about what it 

takes to become very good at something you like to do (dancing, playing 

a musical instrument, playing video games, or playing sports).   
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How many of you did any of these things well the first time you tried?  Or 

the second or third time you tried?    

- Talk about their answers. 

 

What does it take to be good at something? 

- You need to learn what it takes to do it correctly.  Then when you 

know what to do to be successful, you must practice, and to be really 

good, you need to practice a lot and keep on practicing. 

 

To be good at most things, it takes hard work, practice, focus, and 

perseverance. 

- What is focus? What is perseverance? 

 

Ask the class for examples and discuss how they have worked hard, 

practiced, focused and displayed perseverance to become good at 

something.  

 

2.   There are good work habits and bad work habits.   

      What would be some good work habits? Get suggestions from the    

              class, look for the following and others they suggest: 

 

Use Time Wisely Be Patient Do My Best 

Do More Than Required Help Others Practice 

Be Prepared Get along With Others Stick To It 

Be Honest Follow Instructions Follow The Rules 

Stay Focused Ask for Help Try hard and Keep Trying 

 

 

 

Discuss why it is important to develop good work habits and how good 

work habits can make a difference in your life. 

 

3.  Read the book:  The Most Magnificent Thing 
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4.  At the end of the story, ask the following questions for class discussion. 

  

● What did Jane want to make?  (The most magnificent thing.) 

● What did Jane need to make her project? (Many different things.) 

● How many different things did Jane make? (Many – more than 10.) 

● What did her assistant do to help?  (Growls, tugs, wags & suggests a 

walk.) 

● Was getting mad Jane’s finest moment?  (no – she exploded and took 

a break.  Then she started to see things differently.) 

● How did Jan finally solve her problem and build her thing?  (She went 

for a walk and started to think.) 

● What did you learn from the story?  (Keep trying and think.) 

 

5.  Pass out the activity – Give each table (6) a bag of word strips. Have 

them dump the words out onto the desk. Have them work as a group to 

separate the good work habits from the bad work habits. (included at the 

end) 

 

6.  Discuss the activity. 

 

 

Reflect on the lesson 

 

The better you become at getting things done and done right, the more 

successful you will be.   Also, the harder you work, the luckier you get.  

Most of the time, good things do not just happen; they happen to those 

who work hard and practice good work habits. 


